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Evils of It is all the more needful, that, if a large measure of niiers.^ local rights and franchise be allowed, the central executive should be strong and respected. That must imply (to any thinking student of history in our own time) that it - cannot be elective, at least by any method yet known to us. The fallacy of the Grace of Election is one seemingly indurate in the modern mind. Yet any one who supports it for a responsible government (not for the small duties of a vestry or parish council) must be challenged to answer the following questions. Is it not true that (with rare exceptions) all elective methods tend to a partisan result, in which a nominal majority, often a real minority of voters, usurp for a time the entire power of the community ?1 Is the average nominee honoured as a rule with the genuine trust of his constituents? Does not the very fact of canvass and party-feeling, narrow (and perhaps accidental) majorities, make the delegate insecure of his own place, and doubtful of the real sympathies of the place he represents? Does Government, by *uni-cameral' assembly, elected by universal vote, seem to work out at greater freedom, rather than greater dependence on a few able and determined men in power ?
Where ^ The writer will, no doubt, be charged as an advocate possible, of reaction and obscurantism. Ho has no such purpose in view. He wishes, in an age of singularly confused thinking, intermingled issues and ambiguous terms, to divide the area of genuine from that of fictitious freedom. There are some things which the people can be trusted, even at the risk of mistakes and failure, to manage for themselves; from this province they are as a rule somewhat oddly excluded. In matters of "high policy/ incidence of national taxes, of crises demanding secrecy
1 It is calculated that all the early Governmcmta of the Third Republic m France were sent up "by an actual minority of the total electorate; since 1890, however, there have been fewer abstentions and a more general interest.